Drowning is the second most common
cause of “accidental” death for children
and is third for adults in the U.S. These
are not all accidental.

Too few cases are investigated with
body-in-water knowledge, and even fewer
end in convictions.

If there is an investigation, it normally be-
gins days to months after the incident,
which means critical scene evidence is
likely lost.

Without training in the specifics of homi-
cidal drowning red flags most incidents
will appear accidental. Learn what infor-
mation to collect on every drowning or
body-found-in-water scene.

This program will change the way you
look at and manage water-related inci-
dents.

Our research shows that an estimated
twenty percent of child drowning
incidents may be homicides, and as we

learn more, that percentage is beginning to

look more conservative than high.

Body-Found-in-Water topics include:

Is it a body dump or a drowning? State-of-the-
art diagnostics of drowning

What to photo and document on body & scene
Bathtub, bucket, toilet, pool, & openwater inci-
dents.

Witness interviewing and statement analysis
Preservation of possible water crime scene
What happens to submerged bodies and evi-
dence?

Submerged evidence recovery and processing
(DNA, weapons, fabrics, pollen, etc).

Was it not there, or did the dive team just miss
it?

Study actual case histories.

Indications of homicides by drowning.
Autoerotic aquatic asphyxia and aquatic sexual
sadism

Post-mortem physiology with examination of
forensic slides.

What to do upon arrival on a drowning scene

Course Cost:
$195 per student, which includes;

¢ Homicide by Drowning manual/workbook

¢ Wall certificate of completion
Optional: Photo ID certification card $20

Why are homicidal drowning incidents so
easily missed?

+ Presumption of tragic accident.

# There are usually none of the normal sig-
nals to alert the police officer’s brain of
possible foul play such as trauma or signs
of a struggle.

¢ Medical examiners cannot conclusively
prove that a person died of drowning.

# The body might not have been recovered.

o [f the victim’s body is found quickly, such
as in a swimming pool or tub, it is quickly
removed by rescue personnel, which
means evidence could be destroyed.

o There is little or no standard evidence to
recover and witnesses are often family
members.

o [f a drowning is investigated, it is usually
done so by hindsight, after scene evidence
is lost.




For Course information and
registration contact:

Bo Tibbetts
Public Safety Dive Supply
2013 Par Court
Grand Junction, CO 81503

(970) 261-1334

Tragic accident or homicide?
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For all Dive Team members and
Law enforcement personnel
including:

Detectives, Patrol Officers, Crime
Scene Technicians, Medical
Examiners, Coroners, and
Prosecutors.

Date:
August 22-23, 2007

LLocation:
Mesa County Sheriff’s
Office, CO

You’ll never look at a body-
found-in-water or drowning
in the same way again.




